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An Interactive Journey With Entrepreneur
Falguni Nayar

Weaving Ideas & Inspiration For T he Students of
Fashion $tudies By Tarun Tahiliani
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Pet parents go extra mile
to protect furry friends

Sarthak.Gavtimesofindia.com

Kolkata: From creating ma-
keshift dog shelters and kee-
ping a 24-hour watch on strays
to engaging furry family
members in different activiti-
es to keep them distracted, pet
parents and animal lovers to-
ok a slew of dog-friendly mea-
sures to protect them from the
cracker demon on Diwali
night.

Debamaitri Biswas, a
Class XII student of GD Birla
Centre for Education, who li-
ves in Tollygunge, made cosy
dog houses with thick curta-
ins, blankets, and cardboard at
her house to keep the strays
away from crackers. “Apart

| am worried
about their he-
alth because
they cannot en-
dure the loud sound
of cracker bursts. The
festival of light turned
out to be a nightmare
for them
Akarshan Arora| wamoeveun

RESIDENT

from panic triggered by loud
crackers in dogs, the air pollu-
tion also makes strays vulne-
rable. So, | made makeshift
dog houses this time in cove-
red areas, trying to limit their
exposure to smoke as much as
possible,” said Biswas, who lo-
oks after 35 street dogs ina 5
km radius of her house. Her
family prepares 10 kg of rice
and buys 5 kg of chicken or
fish, and biscuits to feed the
straysdaily.

Soumava Moulik, a resi
dent of Beleghata, had a har

Basabdatta Sarkar

(top) Debamaitri with her pets; (above) Banhi cuddles her pets

rowing time protecting his 10
week-old Golden Retriever
from the constant barrage of
crackers that were being burst
outside. He said, “I moved him
tothe innermost corner of the
house and played loud music,
Yet my pet looked traumatised
and did not move around insi
de the house due to fear.”

Akarshan Arora, a resi-
dent of Haridevpur; tried toal-
lay fear among his two Dober-
mann pets by putting up thick
curtains on the windows and
keeping the music stereoor te
levision seton

Banhi Sinha Roy, a resi-
dent of Sonarpur, who has
three dogs—two Huskies and
one Shih Tzu—said, “There

are some animal lovers in our
housing complex, and we have
sensitised others not to burst
crackers. All of us have come
forward to make it a pet-fri-
endly complex this Diwalli.
Since we cannot control the
cracker menace from outside,
we kept the windows shut and
did not take them out.”
Susmita Roy, founder of
Love n Care for Animals, an
NGO that runs a veterinary
hospital near Taratala, said,
“The noise crackers were
burst more this year, and eve-
ry year several street dogs sus-
tain burns. So, our teams are
moving around different city
parts to rescue such dogs that
need medical care.”
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Mahadevi Birla Shishu Vihar Sports Day 2024
Shines Bright with Enthralling Performances
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